
Introduced by Council Members Crescimbeni and Carter & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Newby & Hazouri:

ORDINANCE 2016-181
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE COUNCIL RULES; AMENDING Rule 3.604 (Addressing the council), Part 6 (Public Hearings), Chapter 3 (legislation), COUNCIL RULES, TO require a speaker’s address be given in an AUDIBLE tone of voice for the records prior to addressing the council; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, there is significant governmental interest in conducting orderly, efficient meetings; and


WHEREAS, officials should be allowed to ensure that the speech at public meetings are relevant to the affairs of the jurisdiction; and


WHEREAS, the period of public comments allow the citizens to express themselves and pertinent information to help elected officials make decisions in Duval County; and 


WHEREAS, the elected officials and the administration are aware of ongoing activities, construction and improvements in all areas of Duval County, and will be able to make decisions based on specificity of location of need; now therefore
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Amending Council Rule 3.604 (Addressing the Council), Part 6 (Public Hearings), Chapter 3 (Legislation), Council Rules.  Council Rule 3.604 (Addressing the Council), Council Rules, is hereby amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 3. LEGISLATION.
*  *  *
PART 6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
*  *  *

RULE 3.604 Addressing the Council.


Prior to addressing the Council, the person desiring to speak should fill out a speaker's request card, provided by the Legislative Services Division, and return the speaker's request card to the Legislative Services staff before speaking. The speaker's request card should contain the name address and zip code of the speaker, the date of the meeting at which they are speaking and the name of the person or entity the speaker may be representing and the subject matter or bill number(s) the speaker desires to address. At public hearings required by law or fixed by the Council, the presiding officer shall extend the floor to a reasonable number of proponents and opponents of the subject matter of the public hearing, and those filing written requests or speakers cards shall be heard prior to other persons who appear at the hearing. Each person addressing the Council shall proceed to the place assigned for speaking, give his/her name and address in an audible tone of voice for the records, (if the person has not filled out a speaker's request card and returned it to the Legislative Services staff before addressing the Council, the person shall also give his/her address in an audible tone of voice for the records), and limit his/her comments to three (3) minutes for public hearing and three (3) minutes for public comments, unless a lesser time is fixed for all speakers by the presiding officer, or further time is granted by the Council. All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a body and not to any member thereof. No person other than a Council Member or the person having the floor shall be permitted to enter into any discussion, either directly or through a member of the Council, without the permission of the presiding officer. All questions to the Council shall be directed through the presiding officer.

Section 2.
 
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Council President and the Council Secretary.
Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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